DENTAL CARE FOR PETS

A Guide by Neville’s Helping Paw

By the age of three, 80% of dogs and 70% of cats show signs of dental disease. Good oral hygiene is vital for their

overall health!
®” Signs of Dental Problems
* Persistent bad breath (Halitosis) * Dropping food or difficulty eating
* Red, swollen, or bleeding gums + Pawing at the mouth or face
* Yellow-brown tartar on the teeth * Receding gum lines

7/’ The Gold Standard: Brushing

Brushing is the most effective way to remove plaque. Start slowly and follow these steps:

1. Introduction: Let them lick pet-safe toothpaste (never human toothpaste!) off your finger.
2. The Rub: Gently rub your finger along their gums to get them used to the sensation.

3. The Brush: Introduce a soft pet toothbrush at a 45-degree angle to the gum line.

4. Reward: Always follow with praise or a healthy treat to make it a positive experience.

Alternative Support

If brushing isn't possible, consider these additions to their routine:

+ Dental Diets: Specifically textured kibble that 'scrubs’ teeth as they chew.
» Dental Chews: Look for products approved by the VOHC (Veterinary Oral Health Council).
» Water Additives: Solutions added to drinking water to help reduce plaque buildup.

RVN Dental Checks: Not sure how your pet's teeth are looking? | offer dental health assessments in the comfort
of your home. | can show you the best brushing techniques or help you create a dental plan tailored to your pet.
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